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(TJSIU  Pood  Bulletin  for  tjae  weok  ended  June  3,  19^9) 


SJ^  PBAl^CISCO,  May  3L 


Lettuce  is  still  the  outstanding  'buy  in  the 


VfiiOlesale  vegetable  market,  followed  "by  soft  squash  as  the  next  Best  Buy* 


The  line-up  on  Good  Buys  includes  asparagus ,  carrots,  onions,  and  peas* 


Artichokes  are  a  J'air  Buy  along  with  snap  "beans,  celery,  com,  cucumbers, 
and  tomatoes  (considerably  lov/er  priced)* 

Although  there  are  no  so-called  Best  Buys  in  the  wholesale  fruit  market  this 
week,  more  kinds  of  fruits  arc  beginning  to  make  their  appearai^ce  in  tie  market. 

Apricots  arc  coming  in  in  heavier  supply*    Uarly  varieties  of  peaches  are 
beginning  to  come  in  from  Sulare  county  and  the  San  Joaqi^in  Valley.  Sarly 
varieties  of  plims  arc  also  coming  in*    There  are  more  raspberries  in  the  markets 
at  lower  prices*    A  few  Blade  Mission  figs  have  come  in  from  the  Coacholla  "T'alley. 
Imperial  Valley  cantaloups  are  still  high-priced,  but  supplies  are  getting  heavier, 
and  the  quality  is  better  than  usual  for  this  early  in  the  season. 

Pair  Buj's  this  week  include!    Strawberries,  vo^jngborries,  boysenberrics,  and 


cherries* 


Citrus  fruits  continue  in  the  hig3>-priccd  bracket* 


/ 


Dospitc  higher  prices,  demand  has  "bogn  fairly  good  in  the  wholesale  neat 
market  during  the  past  v/celc.    Top  grades  of  fed  "beef  v^cro  in  more  donand  than 
were  grass-rf ed  quality  "beef  carcasses,  oven  though  prices  wore  higher  on  fed  steer 
and  heifer  carcasses.    Prices  hold  unchanged  on  supplies  of  veal  and  calf  that 
were  generally  aniple  for  demand.    Under  a  generally  hroad  demand,  spring  lamh 
advanced  $1#00  to  $2.00  per  hrmdredweight,  while  ewe  mutton  drox)ped  $X«00  to 
32#00.    Higher  prices  on  liveweight  hogs  wore  reflected  in  a  price  advance  of 
$1*00  per  hundredweight  on  fresh  pork  carcasses,  a  $U.OO  per  hundredweight  price 
rise  on  pork  loins,  a  $2»00  price  advance  on  fresh  hams,  and  a  $1.00  to  $2.00  x>or 
htuadredweight  higher  i^rice  on  sparerihs.    Smoked  hams  and  picnics  also  advanced 
$2.00  per  hundredweight, 

!rhere  has  "been  a  slight  fluctuation  in  butter  prices  in  the  San  Francisco 
wholesale  market  during  the  past  week,    Grades  »twS:liv(lst  Qiiality)  are  quoted 
l/2-cont  per  pound  higher  to  retailers  at  66  to  68  cents  per  pound  in  cartons  of 
l/U-pound  prints.    G-rado  B(2nd  (Quality)  butter  has  dropioed  1-cent  to  a  quotation 
of  62-1I/2  to  63-^1/2  cents  per  pound  in  cartons  of  l/^pound  prints.    Demand  has 
been  good  for  rather  liberal  supplies. 

In  the  egg  market,  top-grade  large  eggs  have  continued  in  good  demand  at 
unchanged  prices*    Supplies  of  medium  and  small  sizes  have  accumulated  — ^  partly 
because  of  the  Hawaiian  waterfront  strike.    As  a  result,  prices  have  dropped  3 
cents  on  G-rado  '^A'^  Small  eggs  to  a  quotation  of  39  cents  per  dozen  in  cartons  to 
retailers.    Grrade  "A"  Large  are  unchanged  at  55       5^  cents  per  dozen  in  cartons, 
as  are  G^radc  "A"  Mediums  at  5I  to  52  cents  xoer  dozen  in  cartons* 

Pairly  heavy  supplies  of  dressed  poultry  have  boon  in  moderately  active 
demand.,    prices  have  advanced  l-ccnt  per  pound  on  colored  fryers,  while  colored 
hens  in  amx^le  sux^ply  have  drojppod  1-cent  per  pound^    As  supr)lies  of  squabs  and 
rabbits  became  burdensome^  prices  dropped  5  cents  per  povmd  on  squabs  and  ^  to  k 
cents  per  pound  on  rabbits. 


7     UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

PRODUCTION  AND  MARKETING  ADM    ST  RAT  I  ON     In  cooperation  with  tho 
INFORldATION  BRANCH  Federal-State  Market  News  Service 

30  Van  Ness  Avenue 
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WHAT'S  NEWS  IN  THE  MARKETS? 
(USDA  Food  Bulletin  for  the  week  ended  June  10,  1949) 

SAM  FRAICISCO,  June  7 — -  Youngberries  are  the  Best  Buy  in  the 
San  Francisco  wholesale  fruit  market  this  week.    They  are  more  plentiful  and 
lower  priced* 

Fair  Buys  include  strawberries  and  cherries  in  more  varieties  Bings, 
Lamberts,  Tartarians. 

Apricots,  peaches  and  plums  are  gradually  becoming  more  plentiful,  as 
are  cantaloups  and  watermelons  at  lower  price s» 

Loganberries,  raspberries,  and  blackberries  are  still  in  light  supply 
and  e^ensive»    Citrus  fruits  remain  high-priced.    And  avocados  have  advanced 
in  price. 

The  first  new-crop  White  Astraohan  apples  have  arrived  from  Butte  county. 
There  are  also  a  few  Black  Mission  figs  coming  in  from  the  Coaohella 
Valley. 

Best  vegetable  buys  ore  cucumbers,  lettuce,  and  soft  squash  (slightly 
higher ) . 

Artichokes  are  more  plentiful  and  a  Good  Buy,,  along  with  asparagus  (lower), 
^m^o^^Qcl  vegetables,  carrots  (lower),  cabbage,  and  onions » 
Corn  and  potatoes  (slightly  higher)  are  Fairly  Good  Buys. 
Snap  beans,  celery  and  tomatoes  (considerably  lower)  are  the  week's 
Fair  Buys. 
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slaughter  has  been  unable  to  keep  up  with  demand  on  beef,  lamb  and  pork  cuts 
in  the  San  Francisoo  wholesale  market*    The  beef  market  has  been  characterized  by 
higher  costs  for  fed  beef  and  heavier  supplies  of  grass-fed  carcasses.    For  the 
most  part,  prices  on  beef  have  held  unchanged,  although  in  some  instances  they 
were  upped  $1»00  per  hundredweight*    Fresh  veal  and  calf  have  been  in  good  demand 
at  unchanged  prices*    Spring  lamb  has  been  in  broad  demand  and  has  advanced  $1«0G 
per  hundredweight,  while  ewe  mutton  has  held  unchanged*    Under  a  fair  demoid, 
pork  carcasses  have  held  unchanged  in  price*    But  pork  loins  have  been  scarce  and 
have  advanced  $4*00  per  hundredweight*    Fresh  picnics  are  up  |3«00  per  hundred- 
weight from  a  week  ago;  butts  are  ^2*00  to  ^4*00  higher;  and  spareribs  are 
selling  $1*00  per  hundredweight  higher*    Smoked  hams  and  picnics  have  alao 
advanced  1^1,00  to  02.00* 

Butter  prices  have  saggod  l/2-cent  to  1-oent  since  last  week,  while  productioj: 
and  retail  sales  have  been  on  the  increase*    For  the  week  ended  June  2,  butter 
production  in  the  Ivlountain  and  Pacific  Coast  states  gained  4  percent  over  the 
previous  v/eek*    San  Francisco *s  retail  sales  for  the  week  ended  May  28  were  10*78 
percent  larger  than  for  the  previous  week,  and  were  23. 57  percent  above  the  same 
week  last  year*    Grades  A<iAA(lst  Q^iality)  butter  are  quoted  to  retailers  l/2-cent 
lower  at  66|-  to  67j  cents  per  pound  in  cartons  of  l/4-lb«  prints.    (Jrade  B(2nd 
Qaality)  is  quoted  1-oent  lower  at  61-|-  to  62j-  cents  per  pound  in  cartons  of  l/4-lb* 
prints* 

Egg  prices  are  unchanged  from  a  week  ago*    In  cartons  to  retailors,  Grade 
"A"  Large  are  quoted  at  55  to  66  cents  per  dozen.  Mediums  at  51  to  52  cents,  and 
Smalls  at  39  cents.    Production  is  on  the  decline*    As  a  result,  supplies  of  top- 
quality  eggs  are  becoming  lighter  and  small  sizes  are  becoming  more  plentiful* 

Dressed  poultry  is  very  little  changed  in  price  from  last  week*  Although 

supplies  of  fryers  and  roasters  have  been  about  equal  to  demand,  prices  on  colored 

roasters  have  advanced  2  cents  per  pound.    Broilers  are  more  plentiful  at  unchanged 

prices*  And  there's  no  change  on  either  Leghorn  or  colored  hens*  Demand  has  been 
very  light  for  rabbits  and  squabs*  As  a  result,  rabbits  have  dropped  1  to  2  cents 
per  pound*  *  *  * 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPAKTMENT  OF  ^(BK^S^mS 

PHOmCTION  AND  MkHKBTING  AISai^SXIUTION  In  eooporation  with  the 

INFOHMATION  BRiU^CH  FodoraX-Stato  liarket  News  S9rvice 
30  Van  Ness  Avenuo 
San  Francisco  3,  California 

TTHAI'S  mm  IN  TI^E  MARKET'S? 
(USDA  Food  9ull0tin  for  tho  week  ended  June  17,  1949) 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  June  14-—  Supplies  of  summer  fruits  and  vegetables 
continue  to  become  more  plentiful  and  prices  continue  to  drop  in  the 
San  Francisco  wholesale  fruit  and  vegetable  markerfc»    Although  there  are  no 
so-called  Best  Buys  in  fruits  this  week,  cantaloups  have  dropped  in  price 
and  have  become  plentiful  enough  to  be  classed  as  a  Fairly  Good  3i;y  along 
with  youngberries  and  cherries • 

Fair  Buys  of  the  week  includes    Apricots  (mostly  Royals),  loganberries, 
and  Beauty  plums » 

The  first  nectarines  of  the  season  have  arrived,  as  well  as  a  few  honeydevj- 
and  honeyball  melons*    Figs  and  watermelons  are  lower  priced  this  week.  And 
early  varieties  of  peaches  continue  to  arrive  in  the  market. 

All  citrus  fruits  and  avocados  remain  in  the  expensive-priced  group. 

Lettuce  and  ououmbers  still  top  the  list  of  Best  Biys  among  the  vegetables. 

There  are  numerous  Good  Buys  this  week,  including  artichokes,  bunched 
vegetables,  carrot s  (lower),  cabbage  (lower),  celery  (lower),  corn  (lower),  ; 
onions,  potatoes,  end  tomatoes  (lower). 

Prices  have  advanced  slightly  on  soft  squash  to  make  it  a  Fairly  Good  Buy, 
as  are  peas. 

Asparagus  (lower)  and  green  beans  are  Fair  Buys. 

i 


Demand  has  ranged  from  fair  to  good  in  the  San  Francisco  wholosalo  me&t  m".rl''ot 
this  past  WQQkt    The  supply  of  "beef  has  "been  about  equally  divided  between  fed  beef 
and  grass  carcasses,  with  demand  sufficient  to  pretty  well  clear  all  offerings. 
Commercial  grade  carcasses  were  more  prominent  in  the  supply  and  advanced  |3«00  per 
liundredweight,  while  Good  grade  steer  beef  v/ent  up  $1»00  per  hundredweight #  Utility 
grade  beef  also  gained  $1.00  to  $3»00  per  hundredweight*    And  most  beef  cuts  have 
r.dvanced  Jl.OO  to  $2»00  per  hundredweight  since  last  week»    Lighter  offerings  of 
veal  and  calf  have  been  in  good  demand  at  unchanged  prices.     Good  and  Choice  grades 
of  spring  Ic^Jd  have  held  unchanged  in  price,  while  more  plentiful  supplies  of 
Commercial  grade  have  gone  up  §1.00  to  i^2.00  per  hundredweight.    As  the  result  of 
v/armer  v/eather,  fresh  pork  carcasses  and  cuts  have  been  in  only  fair  demand  at 
practically  unchanged  prices. 

Butter  prices  are  unchanged  from  a  week  ago.    Grades  A&AA(lst  Quality)  are 
still  quoted  to  retailors  at  66-|-  to  67^  cents  per  pound  in  cartons  of  l/4-lb.  prints 
and  Grade  B(2nd  ^ality)  remains  at  61-|-  to  62^  cents  per  pound.    Demand  has  oontinuo. 
good  for  top  quality  butter,  but  there  has  been  very  little  demand  for  lower  grades. 
Although  production  for  the  week  ended  June  9  was  the  same  as  for  the  previous  week 
in  the  Pacific  Coast  and  Mountain  states,  it  was  21  percent  larger  than  during  the 
corresponding  week  last  year* 

Egg  prices  are  little  changed  from  last  week.     Grade  "A"  Large  have  advanced 
1-cent  per  dozen  to  a  quotation  of  56  to  57  cents  per  dozen  in  cartons  to  retailers t 
All  other  grades  and  sizes  have  held  unchanged,  -;vith  Grade  "A"  Mediums  quoted  to 
retailers  at  51  to  52  cents  per  dozen  in  cartons,  and  Grade  "A"  Smalls  at  39  cents 
per  dozen  in  cartons.    As  the  result  of  warm  weather  and  a  continued  decline  in 
production,  there  have  been  fewer  top-quality  eggs  available.    Demand  has  continued 
fairly  good. 

In  the  San  Francisco  wholesale  poultry  market,  supplies  of  colored  fryers  h':;V3 
been  light.    As  a  result,  prices  have  advanced  3  to  4  cents  per  pound  on  dressed 
colored  fryers.    Both  Leghorn  and  Colored  hens  have  been  more  plentiful*  Prices 
have  held  unchanged  on  Leghorn  hens  but  have  dropped  5  cents  per  pound  on  dressed 
colored  hens.    Squabs  and  re,bbits  have  been  in  slow  demand  but  have  held  unchanged 
in  price,  as  have  all  other  classes* 


UHITED  STATES  DEPART li'lE^JT  OF  AGRIOITLTUHE 

PRODUCTION  AND  IVIARKETIUG  ADIvUin:  STRATI  Oil  In  cooperation  with  the 

INFORMATION  BRANCH  Federal- St ate  Market  News  Service 

30  Van  Ness  Avenue 
San  Francisco  2,  California 

VVEAT'S  NKYS  IN  Tlffi  I^JARKETS? 
(USDA  Food  Bulletin  for  the  week  ended  June  24,  1949) 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  June  21—-  The  berries  are  on  topi  Boysenberries, 
youngberries  and  loganberries  are  the  week's  Best  Buys  in  fruit s» 

Apricots  are  a  Fairly  Good  Buy  along  with  cantaloups  of  unusually  good 
quality,  honeyball  melons,  and  figs  at  lower  prices. 

Fair  Buys  include:    Cherries  (higher),  currant s,  plums ^  raspberries  (lov/er), 
and  watermelons© 

More  varieties  of  peaches  are  appearing  in  the  market. 
Citrus  fruits  and  avocados  remain  in  the  high-priced  bracket* 
In  the  vegetable  division,  carrots,  corn  (lower),  lettuce,  and  tomatoes 
top  the  list  of  Best  Buys. 

Cabbage,  celery j;  cucumbers,  onions,  and  nev/  potatoes  are  Good  Biys. 
Soft  squash  is  a  Fairly  Good  BiJiy,  while  artichokes,  asparagus,  snap  beans, 
and  peas  are  a  Fair  Buy» 
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Plentiful  supplies,  fewer  top  grades  of  livestock,  and  declining  prices  have 
featured  the  San  Francisco  wholesale  meat  market  during  the  past  week.    In  some 
sections  of  the  west  cattle  marketings  were  tlie  largest  since  mid-Decemher  of  last 
year.    In  San  Francisco,  receipts  of  sheep  and  lambs  were  the  largest  since  JLast 
August.    Supplies  of  Good  grain-fed  steers  and  Choice  grade  spring  lambs  v/ere 
rather  light.    The  beef  supply  consisted  of  liberal  offerings  of  grassy  heifers  ejid 
range  cows.    All  moats  were  in  less  demand.  Prices  advanced  $1.00  per  hundredweight 
on  Good  steer  carcasses  and  Good  and  Choice  spring  lamb  carcasses.    Veal  and  calf 
dropped  $2.00  per  hundredv/eight  j  ewe  mutt  on  dropped  14.00  to  §6«00  per  hundred- 
v/eight;  and  pork  loins  ranged  from  |2.00  to  $4.00  per  hundredweight  lower. 

Butter  prices  have  sagged  1  to  2  cents  in  the  San  Francisco  v/holosale  market. 
Demand  has  been  rather  slow  for  liberal  supplies  of  all  grades.    Although  production 
in  the  Pacific  Coast  and  Mountain  states  shewed  a  3-percent  decline  for  the  week 
ended  June  16,  it  was  22  percent  above  the  corresponding  week  last  year.  Grades 
A&AA(lst  Quality)  are  quoted  to  retailers  1  to  2  cents  below  last  week  at  644- to 
65^-  cents  per  pound  in  ^cartons  of  l/4-lb.  prints.    Grade  B(2nd  ^ality)  butter  is 
quoted  to  retailers  l/2-cent  lower  at  61  to  62  cents  per  pound  in  cartons  of  l/4-lb. 
print s«  ' 

Egg  prices  have  advanced  under  the  influence  of  lighter  supplies,  warm  weather, 
and  a  continued  strong  demand*     Grade  "A"  Large  eggs  are  quoted  1-cent  higher  to 
retailers  at  57  to  58  cents  per  dozen,  as  are  Grade  "A"  Mediums  at  62  to  53  cents 
per  dozen.    Grade  "A"  Smalls  are  unchanged  at  39  cents  per  dozen. 

In  the  Y/holesale  poultry  mj3.rket,  lighter  supplies  of  young  chickens  and  a 
good  demand  have  resulted  in  a  price  hike  of  2  cents  per  pound  on  dressed  broij^r_s 
and  1  to  2  cents  per  pound  on  dressed  colored  fryers  and  roasters.    Larger  supplies 
of  Leghorn  hens  have  dropped  2  cents  per  pound.    Old  roosters  have  dropped  1-cent 
per  pound.    Spring  turkeys  are  coming  to  market  from  the  San  Joaquin  Valley,  with 
the  result  that  young  hen  turkeys  are  down  2  cents  per  pound  from  last  week. 
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